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An A C'T for Forming and Regulating the MILITI A of
the Province of Pennfylvania ; which pafled the Hoult of
Aflembly at their Seflion in March, 1757; together with
the AMENDMENTS propofed by the GovEr~or. *

and his favage Indian Allies, it is abfolutely neceffary, for the Service of our

moft Gracious Sovereign, the Defence and Security of this Colony, and the Pre-

fervation of the Rights and Privileges of its Inhabitants, that the Province be put
into a proper Pofture of Defence, and the In bitants thereof duly regulated, well armied,
and expertly difciplined in the Military Art, whereby they may be enabled, under the Favour
and A ce of divine Providence, to defend their Lives and Fortunes againft the hottile
Invafions of His Majefty’s perfidious Enemies, to quell and fupprefs any inteftine Commo-
tions, Rebellions, or Infurretions that may happen thercin, and to preferve thofe invalu-
able Rights and Privileges which they are intitled to under the prefent Conftitution and Form
of Government.

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the Honourable WILLIAM DEN-
NY, E{g; Lieutcnant-Covernor, under the Honourable Tuomas PENN, and Ricnagn
Pexn, Efquires, true and abfolute Proprietaries of the Province of Pennfylvania, and Coun-
ties of New-Caftle, Kent and Suffex, upon Delaware, by and with the Advice and Confent
of the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of faid Pro-ince, in General-Affembly mer, and
by the Authority of the fame, That the Sheriff of each and every County of this P.ovince,
by himfelf or his Dcpug:, fhall, and he is hereby impowered and required, under the Penal-
ty of Fifty Pounds, within fiftcen Days after the Publication of this A&, to iffue his Precent
~ to the Conftable of every Townfhip, Borough or Ward, in his County, ordering and di-
recting him, within three Days after the Receipt of fuch Precept, to give Notice, by publici:
Advertifements, to the Frecholders of the Towafhip, Borough or Ward, wherein he refides,
to meet together on a certain Day, not lefs than three, nor more than five Days after fuch
publick Notice given, at fome convenient Place by him to be appointed and named in faid Ad-
vertifernents, and then and there, betwixt the Hours of Ten in the Morning and Four in the
Afternoon, by Tickets in Writing, make Choice of one difcreet and reputable Frecholder,
of the fame Townthip, Borough or Ward, to be an Afiiftant to him the faid Conftible in
performing the Dutics r,equiref by this Act; who, er with the faid Affiftant, fhall take
down in Writing the Names and Sirnames of every Male Perfon refiding in the faid Town-
flup, Boroughs or Wards (Servants and Apprentices excepted) above the Age of Seventecr,
and under Fifty-five Years, noting ::&srainﬁ every Name to what religious Society cach Perfin
belongs, efpecially fuch as are Papiils, or reputed Pagiﬂs; which faid Lifts the faid Confta-
bles and their Affiftants, refpectively, fhall, under the Penalty of Ten Pounds, make out and
return to the Sheriff of the faid County, who iflued the Precept to him directed, within five
Days after the faid Affiftant is chofen as aforefaid, and fhall, upon Oath or Affirmation, de-
clare the fame to be a juft and true Account, to the beft of their Knowledge ; which fuid
Oath or Affirmation the faid Sheriff is hereby authorized and enjoined to adminifter.  An.d
the Sheriff of every County within this Province, by himfelf, or his Deputy, with fuch re-
putable Fregholders as he fhall call to his Affiftance, fhall, and he is hereby enjoined and re-
quired, under the Penalty of Fifty Pounds, within three Days after the faid Lifts thal! come t
his Hands as aforefaid, to divide his County into Diftri@ts or Divifions, allotting fo many ad-
jacent Townthips, Boroughs and Wards together, as they fhall, by the Help of faid iil}s,
judge will furnith a Company of Male Perions capable of bearing Arms, confifting of not
lets than Sixty, nor cxceeding an Hundred ’
Men, exclufive of fuch Perfons as are noted in “ As are herein after cxcmpted from the
the fuid Lifls to belong to, or frequent thofe re- < Military Duties of this A&.”
Iigious Societics or Congregations whofe Tenets
and Principles are agamnft bearing Arms, and
alt Pagiﬁs, and reputed Papifts ; wbereugon the ¢ And the Sheriff fhall, within fiftcen Days
Jaid Sheriff, by bamfelf or bis Deputies, flall + after fuch Divifion made, rcturn a Dupli-
A smmcdsately “ ocate
* The Parts of the Bill rjefled by :he Governor are printed in Italick Charaélers ; and the propoicd Amendments und
Additicus diftinguifhed by inverted Conunas in the oppofite Column.

W HEREAS in this Time of actual War with the French King, and his Subjedts,
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