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point is Reg. v. Skeed, 4 F. & F., 931, In the case of Reg.
v. Archer, 1 F. & F., 851, it appeared that the defendant pur-
sued the deceased for the purpose of regaining possession of
a loaded gun which the deceased had theretofore taken from
from the defendant’s house and carried away with him, and
during the struggle for the gun between the defendant and
deceased, it was discharged and the deceased was killed ; the
court held that the defendant was guilty of manslaughter. 1
McLain’s Cr., Sec. 347. The same doctrine is laid down ir.
Stale v. Vines, 93 N. C., 493. It is the unlawful purpose.
in the prosecution of which the homicide is committed, that
makes the killing manslaughter.

The defendant’s exception to the charge of the court can
not be sustained. We have examined the charge very care-
fully and can find no error in it, but if there had been error
it should have been specifieally pointed out, and the defend-
ants will not be allowed to take advantage of it by a general
objection to the entire charge, or to any part of the charge,
which contains several distinet propositions, some of which

" are correct, or at least correct as to one or more of the de-

fendants, although one or more of the principles laid down
may be erroncous,
There must be a new trial because of the errors committed

by the court in the respects pointed out.
New Trial.

BTATE v. BOONE,
{ Filed June 6, 1903 )
CARRYING CONCEALED WEAPONS—Muail Currier—The Code, See.

1005—The Conatitution, Art. 1, Ser 24— Conatitutiona! Law— (vl
Offivers.

A mail enrrier iv indictable for carrying a concealed wenpon,

INmersesT against Riddiek Boone, heard by Judge M.
. Justice and a jury, at April Term, 1903, of the Superior
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Court of Gates County. From a judgment of not guilty on
& special verdict, the State appealed.

Robert D. Gilmer, Attorney-General, for the State.
No counsel for the defendant.

Crark, C. J. The special verdict finds: “That within
two years before finding the bill of indictment the defendant
was U. 8. mail carrier, bonded and sworn, from Adair to
Topsy, in this State, and that on the day in question, while
carrying the mail between said points the defendant had a
pistol, a deadly weapon, concealed on his person, and after
delivering the mail at Topsy he carried the pistol concealed
from Topsy to his home, one-half mile.”

The Constitution, Article I, Section 24, guaranteed to the
defendant, as to all citizens, the right to bear arms. The
Legislature, however, has the undoubted right to require that
such arms shall be carried openly, and to make the carrying
concealed weapons by persons when off their own premises
an indictable offcnse. This it has done by Section 1005 of
The Code, which contains certain exceptions.  The only ex-
ception, which it is contended embraces the defendent, is
“civil ofticers of the United States while in'the discharge of
their official duties.” The defendant does not come within
the exception for two reasons: '

1. A mail earrier is not a public officer, but is a private
agent of the contractor for carrying the mail” (and in some
cases the contractor himself). Mechem Pub. Off., Sec. 41;

Swwyer v, Corse, 58 Va,, 230; 99 Am, Dec., 445 ; Throop Pub.
Off.,, Sec. 12; State v. Barnett, 34 W. Va., 74; Hatheote v,
State, 55 Ark., 181, 1 this last case it is said : “Engagement
in the service of the Federal Government implies no license to
violute State laws ; and n erime agninst the State is not excused
by the fact that the eriminal was, at the time, though not in the B
uet of its commission, engnged in such serviee.  No sueh doe-
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trine is found in Neagle’s case (In Re Neagle, 185 U. 8., 1),
for it only holds that what the Federal Government enjoins as
a daty, the State can not punish as a crime. It by no means
follows that if a Federal officer while engaged in his employ-
ment, does some independent act in violation of State laws,
he may not be held to answer for it. The defendant shows
no authority from the Federal Government empowering him
as & mail carrier to carry weapons; and we think the fact
] that he was a mail carrier affords no justifieation for the act

E 1 in the absence of such authority. Stafe v. Barneit, 34 W.
E Ve, 714.”

If the mail carrier thought that carrying a weapon was
necessary for the protection of the mails, or of himself, or
for any other reason, or chose to carry it for no reason at all,
he had a right to do so, but he must carry it openly, as the
law requires of all other citizens when off their own premises,
except those whom the statute authorizes to carry concealed
weapons. 1f his object was to keep off highwaymen, this
could be better done by letting it be seen that he was armed
than by carrying a concealed weapon.

2. Even if the defendant had been a'civil officer of the
United States (and not a mere contractor or agent of a con-
tractor), the pistol was not carried “while in the discharge of
his official duties,” for it was no part of hje official duties to
execute the laws or do anything which might require the use
of weapons, still less was he on duty when carrying the pistol
concenled from Topsy to his house, half a mile a way. Tn
State v, Hayne, 88 N, C., 625, this court held that “the ex-
1 emption from the provisions of the statute is only given to

'.-i'zi-.i».'.:i;‘:t;.‘Lﬁ:’t’;ﬁ-}:&n- e

such officers while in the actunl discharge of their official
duties”—Judge Axhe saying, “the law gives no protection to

‘ a man under sueh ciremmstances (. e., when off duty) al-

" ~ though clothed with the anthority of a deputy marshal of the
United States, and having at the time warrants and process
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in his possession.” In Love v, 8tate, 82 Tex. Cr. App., 88,
it is held that “A deputy postmaster whose duties are con-
fined to the postoffice building violates the law when on his
private business or pleasure he is found carrying a pistol on
the public streets.”

The statute, The Code, Sec. 1005, forbidding carrying con-
cealed weapons is a general one, and the exceptions are “offi-
cers and soldiers of the United States army, civil officers of
the United States while in the discharge of their official
duties, officers and soldiers of the militia and the State Guard
when called into active service, officers of the State, or of
any county, city or town, charged with the execution of the
laws of the State, when acting in the discharge of their official
duties.” These exceptions are not intended to create a privi-
leged caste of officeholders and military exempted from the
prohibition, resting upon all other citizens, not to carry con--
cealed weapons. But the exceptions in the statute simply
authorize the classes named to carry concealed weapons when
on duty, not as a privilege to them as a class, at all times,
but for the public benefit, when in the dischqrge of duty.
The defendant neither belonged to the exempted class nor was
he on duty, when going from Topsy to his home,

- There is no question here of concealment or of intent, which - * %

are matters of defense, but that subject has been recently and
fully considered, with a review of the authorities in State v,
Dizon, 114 N. C., 850; Stale v. Lilly, 116 N, C., 1049 ; State
v. Pigford, 117 N. C.,, 748 ; State v. Reams, 121 N.-C., 556;
Stale v. Brown, 125 N. C., 704.

Upon the facts stated in the special verdiet, the defendant
shonld have been adjudged guilty.  The jndgment is re-
versed, ind the ease remanded that the sentence of the law

may he imposed.

Reversed.

Douaras, J., dissents.
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